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Welcome to the July edition of the 
ChristChurch Relay magazine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Focus for July 
 

Isaiah 52:7  (NIV) 
7 How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of 

those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who 

say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” 
 

Romans 10:15  (NIV) 
15 And how can anyone preach unless 

they are sent? As it is written: “How 

beautiful are the feet of those who 
bring good news!” 
 

Key Events 
 

1st Early 
Celebration, 
Discovery 

Church, The 
Meeting Place, 
Walk this Way. 

#Sundaze  

8th Leaders 
Meeting 

15th 
Congregational 

Meeting 

19th Leaders 
Huddle  

28th & 29th 
Feeding the 

Roofless 

29th Shared 
Fellowship Meal 

 

 

Please remember to 
pray for Martina and 
Tony and their visas 
 

Also for Kori and Silvi 
and Donat in Hungary   

Thank you to 

Richard 
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Leader’s Log 

Heavenly citizens influencing earthly culture 
 

What is the relationship between Christianity and culture? Or to put it another way: What 
is the relationship between the kingdom of God and the kingdom of man?   We belong to a 
Kingdom shaped by heaven yet live in a world shaped by culture.  Thankfully we live in days 
where we realise there is no sacred / secular divide but that all of life is unto the Lord.  One 
day the Kingdom will FULLY come on the earth but till then we pray, live and work for it 
seeking to shape and influence worldly cultures.  At present in the West we find ourselves 
in a post-Christendom culture where Christian morality and values are rapidly being 
stripped away from society.  We serve God in a hostile host empire!! 
 

Humanity, created by God, has been given a vocation by 
which to contribute to the common good of every 
creature and along with that wider culture. Becoming a 
Christian only enhances this call on our lives. It therefore 
does not change our participation in culture; but it 
changes us and, therefore, the character of our 
involvement.  Christians are citizens of God’s kingdom 
first, which means that they will operate and conduct 
themselves within wider culture as Christians, working for 
the culture’s good with a distinctly Christian perspective, 
even when the pressures to accommodate and 
compromise are the strongest. Daniel is a supreme 
Biblical example of this. 
 

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

 
who will transform our lowly body that it may 

be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is 

able even to subdue all things to Himself.   Philippians 3:20-21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As we have seen in our recent sermon series Jesus, and then Paul, were firstly students of, 
and then later shapers of the culture of their day.  How did they manage this? 
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1) Participation – We need to be actively engaged and ready to bless the positive aspects 
of our culture.  We cannot just stand on the side-lines to rail and criticise the things we 
do not like in society.  We must contribute towards, and work for, the greater good 
whilst prophetically speaking out, LOVINGLY, about the social injustices within society.  
We work to eradicate evil and injustice whilst seeking to bless and transform people 
and places. 

2) Persuasion – researching and properly understanding the issues of the day we seek to 
courteously influence people, groups and government (local & national) with 
constructive, cordial argument based upon the truth of God’s word. 

3) Prayer – We are called to constant prayer.  To pray the Kingdom of God comes and 
also for those in authority in our nation`s cities and towns.  We are in a spiritual battle 
and prayer is one of our weapons of warfare. 

4) Proclamation – taking and seizing every opportunity to share and demonstrate the 
good news of the Gospel and kingdom.  Words, works, wonders, warnings & warfare. 

 

The task facing us is a challenging one but let us remember, and never 
forget, that the Bible is packed full of men and women who partnered 
with God to change and transform the culture of their day. Church 
history teaches us the very same lesson.  We can be culture changers 
and history makers. We are ever at work, partnering with God, to make 
the fabric of this world the shape of God’s Kingdom.  
 

Love and prayers,   
Blessings, 
 

GARETH 
Junior Church Update from the leaders  
Kevin - Not sure what to say for EAT! We continue to struggle for numbers, and most 
weeks since Easter we haven't been able to meet for this reason. 
On the plus side, we had a great time at Big Church Day Out (Amy, Evie and Katie from 
my group were there all weekend). I'm looking forward to welcoming some new recruits 
from this September when Rhianna, Kirsten and Hanna move up to high school. 
 

Jean - Our Sunday times together are usually led by Andrew and Liz or Jean, with many 
excellent helpers who also prepare and help in the different groups. Last term we looked 
at the life of Moses and the life of Jesus, culminating in the Passover and Jesus’s death 
and resurrection. This term we have been using the passage in Hebrews 11 and talking 
about the “people of faith” in the Old Testament. Pray that as we prepare and lead we 
would hear what the Holy Spirit and God’s word is saying to us and the children. We 
thank God for the freedom to enjoy worship together, teach the children and encourage 
them to hear from God’s word and of course have fun.  
Also thanks to Sally for preparing the rota and for her family helping to set up. 
 

Andrew - As you will know we ‘rebranded’ Sunday school a little while ago. We now 
have a single group for children between 0 and 11. This is working well. It’s an inclusive 
time with adults and children being there to worship and engage with God. We don’t 
want it to be adults doing the work for children, but a time when we engage with God 
together. 
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The Mission of God (unlocking the bible’s grand narrative) by 
Christopher JH Wright (former principal of All Nations Christian College)  
 

This book makes the case that there is a missional basis for the whole 
bible i.e. the bible is about God’s mission and that all scripture fits into 
this narrative.  
 

The mission is God’s and we are to participate in God’s own mission – all 
that we invest, our live, gifts, energies, should flow from the mission of 
God. God is on a mission and we are co-workers.  
 

It is not a light read (535 pages) but a worthwhile work through with your bible. It will 
take a while – let it! Learn and know how we each fit into God’s mission.  
 

The book looks at  The bible and mission (OT & NT)  
  The God of Mission  
  The People of Mission  
  The Arena of Mission  
Not a small theme with a few choice verses but central to God’s purpose.  
NB – it is not the bible – there are areas not included, differences in emphasis – but it is 
worth enabling us to work out God’s purpose with its aid and examine and be thrilled, 
enthused by God’s heart… he loved us so much he gave…and we, I suggest, need to 
be men and women after God’s own heart and be willing to be engaged by God’s heart 
of mission.  
 

This book challenges us to know his heart more and I trust be courageous in the out 
working of God’s purpose for us in his mission.  
 

(My copy is promised but after that I am willing to loan it to anyone who would like to 
read it)    Bill Hogg 

A frustration for us is that published material for children’s groups is about ‘knowing’ – 
whereas we want our children to apply these truths for themselves.  Our aims are that 
the children understand, but also apply the truths to themselves and their daily lives, 
connecting with the Holy Spirit. They need to be able to listen to God for themselves. It’s 
surprising, but this is seldom part of published material. 
 

This term we have been looking at Hebrews 11, and the characters God praises. For us 
a key theme for this is listening to God and being ready to do what he says. For example 
Abraham is praised because he listened to God and ‘stepped out’ not knowing where he 
was going. We talked about people who ‘go’ to other places for God, including Ali Fogg. 
We also talked about when we go on holiday, and packing to remember God on our 
holidays. We ‘packed’ things like a Bible, a journal, and Christian music. Campbell 
talked about people from ChristChurch who have listened to God and are ‘going’ to 
Nepal, and meeting Christians there who have been listening to God. 
 

One advantage for leaders is that one person prepares the ‘teaching’ and another will 
bring a craft etc. Rather than 2 or 3 people doing the whole thing for separate groups of 
children, we share the preparation. 
 

Feedback from the children is encouraging, but we always feel blessed and encouraged 
after Mega Quest on a Sunday morning. 
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Big Church Day Out North is an event you really can't afford to miss! 
 

A family orientated Christian festival just over an hour away from 

Wrexham, featuring some of the biggest names in Christian pop, 

rock and worship music from around the world, on 5 stages over 2 

days. What's not to love?! 
 

We camped again this year, which is a great way of ensuring you don't miss a thing - 

especially the 'after hours' music and comedy specials, which get underway just as the 

day trippers are leaving. There's plenty to do for the kids too - funfair rides, crafts, 

games, climbing wall, hammocks, face painting and more. And when the music starts, you 

can be sure to find something you'll love - from the big names and large crowds of the 

main stage, to the soaring worship of the Kingdom Come Tent, and from the thumping 

alternative sounds of the Illuminate stage, to the intimate acoustic sounds of the 

Arcyard sessions, and more besides. 
 

Sadly, this fantastic event is yet to make a profit in the North, and we could be in 

danger of losing it altogether, unless more people attend. So put the dates of the 31st 

May and 1st June 2019 in your diary, or better still visit bigchurchtickets.com and book 

your tickets today (the earlier you book, the less you pay)! Thanks, Kev 
 

Big Church Day out – Andrew and Liz 

We took our caravan the 54 miles to Capesthorne Hall near Maccesfield to the Big 

Church Day out. The hall and grounds are really beautiful and because we were one of 

the last caravans to arrive on we had a spectacular pitch overlooking the lake and the 

hall. We got there Friday lunch time, but campers had been arriving since Thursday, and 

there were lots of caravans and tents. 
 

We could already hear the music from our pitch! After lunch we made our way to the 

main stage. The grounds were very well organised, with standing nearest to the stage, 

then an area for chairs further back, and gazebos on the bank at the back. There was 

great worship music from the main stage on Friday and Saturday. Some I found easy to 

engage with, others I didn’t understand. But it was all done in a worshipful way 

honouring to God. 
 

There was ‘after hours’ entertainment too, but we didn’t have to go far to enjoy this as 

the camp fire was next to our caravan. We were serenaded with camp fire songs – 

including some really old ones which Liz and I sang in the 1970s! 

Our granddaughter Chloe came with us and she thoroughly enjoyed it too. 
 
Testimony from HMP Berwyn – republished from Living Light Magazine 
 

For most of my life I lived a life of crime, drugs, drinking, fighting, dealing drugs, walking 
the streets with guns. Mixing in the circle with hard men (gangsters) and committing 
crimes from drink driving to manslaughter. In fact, doing anything to keep my drug 
addiction afloat. I have spent my whole life in and out of prison. When out of prison I 
spent a lot of time on the run, living at different places so that the police could not catch 
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me (sofa surfing), or just living in my car, looking over my shoulder all the time. 
Eventually I came to prison on a manslaughter charge with previous for violence on my 
record, also two counts of GBH, wounding with intent, section eighteen and ABH, the list 
goes on. (I am still on licence for wounding with intent).  
 

When I committed the manslaughter I thought my days were over, in my heart I knew I 
was looking at a lifetime in prison. I couldn’t get it out of my head that somebody lost 
their life because of me. I needed to say “sorry” for what I had done. I pressed the bell in 
my cell, the officer came and I said I needed to see someone from the chapel. The 
Chaplain came and I explained my situation and said I needed to say sorry for what I 
had done.  I started crying and put everything I had done wrong on the table. It was now 
time to stop everything. We said a prayer and I sobbed and sobbed. That day I put my 
name to go to the chapel on Sundays. From then on I started Bible studies, I prayed 
daily and studied my Bible. I loved reading the Bible, because it started to say to me 
“this is where you come from” and “Jesus gave His life for me and you”. I was gripped by 
this and hungry to learn more and more so that I could pass on what I had learned to 
others. I kept praying daily. “Please Lord help me. I am sorry for everything I have done. 
Please don’t let the judge give me life in prison. I need your help Lord, I know I have 
done wrong, I take full responsibility for that, I ask this in your name Jesus, through the 
Holy Spirit. Amen”…. That was my prayer every day.  
 

The day of sentencing came and the judge said “I do hope it is true what you said in 
your letter, as we can all be redeemed. But keep praying, as questions remain and I 
have to protect the public. For the manslaughter charge I am going to give you 17 years. 
For your guilty plea, I will take five years off, but you will have these five years put back 
on extended licence after your release.” The lord had answered my prayers, my release 
date is 2025, but I get a chance of parole at 8 years.  
 

Whoever reads this letter I should advise you all to come to the Lord. He loves you and 
He has a plan for everyone, whatever situation you are in. Give it all to the Lord and let 
Him take on your situation. I am in prison but feel free, my chains are gone and I have 
been set free. My inner strength keeps growing and growing and I know that comes from 
our loving God. Amen  
 

Haiku – Poems from HMP Berwyn 
 

Haiku is a 17
th
 Century Japanese form of poetry. It consists of 3 lines containing set 

syllables as follows;  
5 syllables (hai ku po e try) 
7 syllables (let’s share ou r gi ven gifts) 
5 syllables (im ag in at ion) 
 

Once you get the hang of its style it is easy to achieve. The poem’s contents isn’t to hint 
and isn’t to suggest like a painting.  Try to condense what you need to say as it is only 3 
lines – no more no less. Remember deal with out and out statements, forthright 
outbursts, rather than gentle hints and muted suggestions. But do leave some 
suggestions. Good luck  
 

With his mighty arm  
He will only need one blow 
Conquer champion 

 

I’ll pick up the cross…. 
But then where will it take me? 
On a treasure hunt! 

The daylight’s fading  
And the darkness is setting  
….come back tomorrow  
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ACT – The June Ti church turned out to be 

very interesting! We decided to look at Acton 
as our topic – we are called Acton and 
ChristChurch Together! So while eating our fish 
and chips we tried to answer questions about 
the Acton area and look at some photos. Did 
you know that Acton School used to be a 
diamond factory or that one of the congregation 
used to go swimming in Acton lake!!  
 

Then we had a prayer walking game – we had 
a board game of the roads around the 
community centre. It was to remind us to pray 
for the area and people living near to the 
centre.  
The game may need 
a little more work as 
Geoff kept getting 
sent back to the start!!   

FI Teenagers Camp: Buteni July 1st -7th   Prayer pointers 
• Wisdom and perseverance for Nelu, Cristina, Ligia and the other 

leaders in their preparation for the camp 
• Protection during the transport to / from, and for the duration of the camp 
• Health of the leaders and the teenagers during the camp 
• Financial provision to allow many to attend 
• That lives will be changed through the work and words of the camp 

 

FI Children’s camp: Codru July 31st to August 4th  
 That the children feel Jesus love in all the camp activities 

 Everyone will be healthy and well 

 Endurance for all the leaders 

 Safety during travel to / from the camp  

 Freedom for the children to express themselves and for them to receive from God 
 
Urban Saints Summer Camps.  
We have enjoyed these camps for many years. Urban Saints run camps for junior aged 
children, and for families near Harlech. They also run camps for teenagers in the Powis 
Castle Estate (Middle Park). The activities are amazing. They aim to keep costs low, so 
leaders and youth/children go together and engage with God together. This also means 
that camps need a lot of volunteers to set up and run. We haven’t been able to support 
in this way in recent years. 
 

Pray for Alanna and the youngsters from C2 who are going on camp. Alanna 
will be going to Middle Park this year as a leader for some of C2 alongside 
another group from North Wales then following Middle Park will be going to 
the junior camp at Llanddwywe and one family camp as service crew. 
 

Cottage cheese tart recipe from Ro 
(This is my healthier version of Curd Tart from 
the Be-Ro recipe book) 
 

1 whole meal tortilla wrap  
300g tub cottage cheese 
2 oz/57g currants 
2 eggs, whisked 
Pinch cinnamon 
Pinch nutmeg 
 

Method 
1. Grease 7 inch flan ring/tin line with 
tortilla wrap. Cut off excess and use to 
strengthen edges of base if tortilla wrap 
has cracked. 
2. Mix all the other ingredients in a bowl. 
3. Pour mixture into case. 
4. Bake in hot oven (218 

o
C/Gas Mark 7) 

for 20 – 30 minutes until lightly browned 
on top. This is meant to be a dessert but 
we like it with salad and a baked potato.  
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 1
st

 8
th

  15
th

  22
nd

 29
th

  

  communion Offering communion  

Setting Up Gareth Andrew Rob Richard ? 

PA - Eth, Colin Eth, Colin  Rob, Adrian Eth, Colin 

IT Rob Rob Rob ? Rob 

Music 
Group  

- Adam Huw John John 

Celebration 
Leader 

Sue Lynsey Andrew, Liz 
Genni, 
Rhys 

Huw, 
Lesley 

Speaker Gareth Gareth Andrew, Liz 
Genni, 
Rhys 

Huw, 
Lesley 

Prayer 
Team 

Frank, Val  
Ffion, 
Elaine 

Alan, Sue Paul, Gill Alan, Sue 

Tea 

June, 
Gerry, 

Natasha 

Andrew, 
Liz, Joe 

Paul, Gill, 
Mandy 

John, Ffion, 
Lucy 

Campbell, 
Glenys, 
Lynsey 

Crèche  Bekki Lynsey   

Mega & 
Mini Quest 

 
Rebecca, 
Sally G, 
Sarah 

Genni, 
Andrew, 

Liz 
  

EAT   Kev Kev   

ChristChurch Monthly Rotas 

If you have any queries please call Gareth Jones - ChristChurch Senior Church 
Leader on 01978 354805, or see  
 

www.christchurchwrexham.org.uk 
admin@christchurchwrexham.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/christchurchwrexham 
twitter @ChristChurchWxm 

 

we meet at the following locations 

 

 
 
 

Our postal address is  
ChristChurch, c/o 7 Heol Penally, Little Acton, Wrexham, LL12 8JT  

 

 

Acton Community Resource Centre 
Overton Way 

Acton 
Wrexham LL12 7LB  

 

Hightown Community Resource Centre 
Fusilier Way  

Hightown 
Wrexham LL13 7YF 

 

No Junior 
Church  

 

All Age Celebrations 
 


