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st

Welcome to the October edition of the
ChristChurch Relay magazine.

th

Oct 25 , Nov 1 , 8 ,
nd
th
th
22 , 29 , Dec 6 ,
th
13
Andrew or Liz
have more info

Prayer tower
25th Oct at
Gareth & Jean’s
9am -9pm

Psalm 40:5-8 (NIV)
5 Many, Lord my God,
are the wonders you have done,
the things you planned for us.
None can compare with you;
were I to speak and tell of your deeds,
they would be too many to declare.
6 Sacrifice and offering you did not desire—
but my ears you have opened—
burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not require.
7 Then I said, “Here I am, I have come—
it is written about me in the scroll.
8 I desire to do your will, my God;
your law is within my heart.”

Mission to Wales October
The autumn dates for the next Mission to Wales in
th
nd
Wrexham are Mon 15 & 22 October.
st
Soaking Worship celebration on Sun Oct 21 . and a Healing
th
Cafe on Tuesday 24 Oct
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Leader’s Log
Intimacy – the source of Identity & Mission
One of the stand outs in reading the Gospels is that nothing ever seems to faze Jesus;
he is never shaken off course and never fails to deal with whatever confronts him.
Jesus always knows exactly what to say or do. He remains steadfastly resolute and
utterly secure in his identity and mission. The key to such strength and stability is
Jesus’s deep and daily intimacy with his father. Everything he does (kingdom
responsibility) flows out of His relationship with God (covenant). The one is the life
blood and source of the other.
Then Jesus answered and said to
them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, the
Son can do nothing of Himself, but what
He sees the Father do; for whatever He
does, the Son also does in like
manner. For the Father loves the Son,
and shows Him all things that He Himself
does; and He will show Him greater works
than these, that you may marvel. For as
the Father raises the dead and gives life
to them, even so the Son gives life to
whom He will. JOHN 5:19-21

Jesus learnt to live and operate from presence and not just the principles of God. He
carried the presence of God constantly and so he was always ready to flow in and
release the Holy Spirit. That was why the kingdom came through him so easily and so
powerfully – salvation, healings, deliverances and miracles.

Jesus was able to resist the trappings and temptations of success and celebrity because
he was so deeply connected to God with his identity and sense of purpose (mission and
calling) rooted in that relationship. He knew, and fully trusted, that he was deeply and
eternally loved no matter what.
Jesus knew that God would never leave him or forsake
him and that the Holy Spirit was always ready and
available to call upon. That is why he could operate in
the way he did. If we are honest, most if not all of us,
operate more out of principle and are seeking to press
deeper into presence. It’s a good & Godly ambition.
Push on and press deeper.
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“Once the joy of intimacy
with God has been
experienced, life becomes
unbearable without it.”
J. Oswald Sanders

“One of the side effects of losing
intimacy with God is that at some
point we stop doing ministry out of
imagination and we begin doing it
out of memory.”
Bill Johnson

Let each one of us endeavour to find new and fresh ways to spend time with God –
Father, Son and Spirit. Let’s also do our utmost to enrich and strengthen the patterns
and habits that have been successfully established in developing our walk with God to
date. What is for sure is that the more time we spend with the Trinity, the bigger and
better our influence on people, places and the planet will be. YOU KNOW IT MAKES
SENSE!!

Love and prayers,
Blessings,

GARETH

From the desk of Russ (Howell) as Gareth has asked me to
write something this month. Greetings ChristChurch and
thanks for all your friendship, fellowship, and funding.

A word from me about a very important gift of the Holy Spirit.
Prophecy has been defined as:
*Speaking forth the mind and counsel of God.
*Hearing from the Lord for the benefit of others and communicating clearly that
revelation to them.
*God speaking His purposes and plans to people, through people, for people.
In the Old Testament we have prophetic concentration; in the New Testament we
have prophetic distribution. Look at Peter’s quotation from Joel in Acts 2 on the Day
of Pentecost, and the repetition of the word ‘prophesy’.
Our God is a God of variety so it is not surprising that He expresses Himself through
the prophetic in a number of ways. I have listed 7 for your consideration.
1) THE PROPHETIC ORACLE - Def.: a divine utterance (in hebrew the word is
‘massah’-to lift up, bear up, a burden), released with a divine mission in mind and
having a conclusion, See Is.55:11. Scriptures: Nahum 1:1; Habakkuk 1:1; Malachi
1:1(NIV uses the word oracle); Acts 13:1-3.
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2) THE PROPHETIC EXHORTATION - Def.: a word of encouragement from the
Lord to press on into Him and to fulfil the works He has for you to do. See
Ephes.2:10.
Scriptures: Is.55; Haggai 1:13-15; Acts 15:30-35;1 Cor.14:3.
3) THE PROPHETIC ACTION - Def.: when God asks of His servants something in
this area, we know that God will be seeking to elicit some response/action from
those who are watching/listening. It may be to them a savour of life or a savour of
death (physics states that every action has an equal and opposite reaction) See 2
Cor.2:14-16.
Scriptures: Exodus Chs 7-11; 1 Sam.11:6-8 ; Is.20:1-6; Jer.13; Ezek.4; Hosea 1:2;
John 2:13-17; Acts 21:10&11.
4) THE PROPHETIC VISION - Def.: a received spiritual perception, while awake or
asleep, relating to future developments, near or far, whether seen or unseen.
Scriptures: Is.1:1; Ezek.1:1; Daniel 7:1,8:1; Acts 11:5,16:9;18:9; Book of Revelation.
Dreams can come into this arena.
5) THE PROPHETIC PRAYER - Def.: prayer inspired by the Holy Spirit, that makes
a connection with the heart/spirit and surrounding circumstances/events; it is
praying the revealed will of God which will lead to answers; it is praying into
revealed spiritual realities.Jude:20;Ephes.6:18.
Scriptures: Daniel 9:3,10:12; Acts 4:23-31,16:25-40.
6) THE PROPHETIC SONG - Def.: a song which is birthed by the Holy Spirit, either
as a prelude to or a herald of something He intends to do, or as a consequential
response to what He had done/is doing.
Scriptures: Zephaniah 3;17 & Is.5:1(possible lullaby); Exod.15:1-21 & Deut.32:1-44 ;
Ezek.19:1-14 & 27:1-36(lament); Is.42:10-13(warfare); Acts 16:25(praise?); Phil.2:611 (possible early Church hymn); 1 Cor.14:15(activity of the Holy Spirit on our
spirit).
7) THE PERSONAL PROPHECY- Def.: it is one way in which God demonstrates to
us that He has plans, purposes, and a future for us, Jer.29:11; that He is intimately
acquainted with us and all our ways, Ps 139:13-16; It is a help for us to come to
faith in the vision He has for our lives, Acts 9:15 & 16.
Scriptures: Is.38 & 45;Luke 1:76&77;John 21:18 & 19;Acts 26:16-18(19).
In conclusion - I say that yes, all aspects of the prophetic need to be handled with
care, but we need to develop a safe environment where we can learn to
express/share what we believe we have received from God and have it discussed &
tested. This then will enable us to grow in our gifting and enable us to discover if the
Lord would develop our gifting into a ministry and office, Ephes.4:11.
So where are you in terms of your prophetic-ness.? Paul challenges the Corinthian
Church (1 Cor 14:12) and I challenge you: Since you are eager for gifts of the
Spirit, try to excel in those that build up the church.
Over to you.
God bless, Russ & Lesley.

Page |5
Sarah Davies is the new CCW Church and Community
Children’s Intern and Adam Butterworth is the new CCW
Youth Worker – here are a few words from them both.

My name is Sarah and, as I have recently been appointed as the
Children’s and Families Intern for ChristChurch, I would like to introduce
myself. I am 31, married to Mark, a busy doctor, and have three children:
Imogen (6), Rowan (4) and Clara (1). We moved to Wrexham around 2.5
years ago with Mark’s work. Before I had Imogen, I worked as a
secondary school English teacher, and since have worked on and off teaching, tutoring
and marking GCSE exam papers (in-between babies, or with a baby in my arms!).
Since having my kids, I have become involved in various ways teaching children in the
church; in Wrexham, through Discovery Church and Mega/Mini Quest. One-third of my
new job will be given to taking a larger role in our church activities with children, with
some extra, voluntary hours on top.
The other two-thirds of my time will be spent developing links within the community
around Acton. Initially, I hope that this will take the form of a toddler group situated in
the Resource Centre. Then, depending on who comes and the relationships we build,
and where we feel God is leading us, we hope to run some seasonal one-off events,
and potentially parenting courses. At some point over the year, I hope to make links
with local schools.
I would be grateful if you would pray for me as I take this on and strive to work for God
in the community alongside my own family. Please pray that I would be able to develop
friendships and show Jesus’s love to families living in Acton. I know many of you
already pray for the children in our church – thank you – but if you don’t already and
are able to spare a few minutes bringing them to God: pray for our work with them,
and for their budding faith at a time when it’s increasingly difficult to be a Christian in
school.
Finally, if you would be available to help at all, perhaps in setting up for/clearing up
after a toddler group, helping to chat to people, or making cups of tea for mums and
dads, please get in touch with me. Thank you so much, Sarah
Hi, I’m Adam and I’ve recently taken over the post for CCW’s Youth
Worker. I’m very excited and equally nervous about taking up this role. I
believe that I answered a call that God has clearly put on my life. During a
job interview in Oswestry, I did a talk for a class of year 9’s in Oswestry
called “What does Christianity mean to me?” I was so encouraged not only
by the opportunity to do it but also by the hugely positive reception that I
got from the young people. So I decided that I wanted to get involved in as
much youth work that I could to analyse this calling. During my time being involved with
C2 and The Tin Can Youth Centre, I’ve had a great opportunity to get to know the
unchurched youth that are getting involved in the work being done in Wrexham, God
that are getting involved in the work being done in Wrexham, God has placed a real desire
on my heart to see them come to faith in Jesus Christ.
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has placed a real desire on my heart to see them come to faith in Jesus Christ.
I’ve seen a lot of encouraging things through the C2 challenge that I started taking over
last year. A few of the children who now regularly do the C2 challenge made
professions of faith at camp. It’s really important to me that the C2 challenge is used as
a regular point of contact with these young people. To help them to keep pointed at
Jesus. In the future I’m hoping to set up regular social events to help improve the bonds
with the young people and the leaders which will be a great foundation for spreading the
gospel. I’m also aiming for a new Pie’n’Ears group to sprout out of C2 which will also be
so the young people who are interested in the C2 challenge will want to be involved.
I’m using this first term to come to grips with my role because I’m entering so many new
mission fields. I’ve started getting involved with School Pastors, walking around
Rhosnesni has created a great new point of contact with the young people who I see at
Tin Can and C2, in the future I’d love to see the School Pastors presence grow so that
we could potentially set up a lunchtime club or even start doing assemblies again.
Another new mission field that I’m very excited about is getting involved with Coleg
Cambria. After trying to get in contact with the chaplain I’ve finally set a date to go and
meet him to discuss how we can work together moving forward. It’s another avenue
which I’d love to set up a regular point of contact with the young people from Tin Can
and C2 who have gone on to college. Ideally I’d love to set up something regular there
on the campus. That can be used as a spring board for CCW to help interact with the
young people there.
Another area of my role that I’m hoping to grow over this term would be cultivating a
regular presence at the #Sundaze missional community. Also I’m hoping to come
alongside Kev in EAT in any way that I can.
The Team who help make C2 what it is are the volunteers. I think encouraging them
and making them feel valued is a very important part of my role but also essential for C2
and the evangelism of the young people. We are hoping to implement new training
sessions and also new socials.
Prayer Pointers:
It would be awesome first of all if the congregation would pray for me. For my
relationship with the Lord during this new season of having a child and this new role as
CCW Youth Worker. I’m very aware of the people who have gone before me in this role
and that there are big shoes to fill. I want to be faithful and fruitful in this role and be
confident that God is working in me.
It would be great to pray for the team who help out at C2 that God would cultivate and
grow our fellowship and that God would stir in the team deep rooted desire for the young
people at C2 to be saved. I want to make sure the team feel valued and encouraged. I
also would love for more people to get involved in C2 which would free us up to try new
things and set up new avenues. It would also be great to get prayer that the team could
have more training sessions.
It would be great to pray for the young people. That God would work on their hearts that
he would bring them to repentance and saving faith in Jesus. That we would build
lasting and fruitful bonds with the young people. That we could leave a lasting impact on
their lives for the kingdom.
God bless Adam
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Testimony from Jo and Tracey
I took out an endowment mortgage 25 years ago. At the time it was all I could afford
and I knew there was a risk that at the end of the term it may not be enough to pay off
the mortgage. After 10 years I managed to pay off a lump sum, but I knew that it
would still fall short. Despite financial pressures, 3 years ago we began paying off
additional amounts per month to try and bring the mortgage down. Twelve months
ago the estimate for the endowment was still between £2-4,000 short of paying off the
mortgage, so we asked people to pray about the financial situation. The endowment
was due to mature at the end of August this year and we would then have a further 15
months to find any shortfall. When I checked the bank statement at the end of August I
knew there was enough to cover the mortgage with money left over. We were able to
put the additional money away for Christmas, the MOT on the car next year and pay off
some other bills. The Lord is no man's debtor and if we are faithful with the little things
He will reward us when we need him. Thank you to everyone who prayed and we hope
this will encourage others who may also be going through financial difficulties.
Joe & Tracey Jones
Yes folks it is that time of year again – SHOE BOXES – it always seems to come around
quicker each year.
This year we have moved on somewhat – we now have our own warehouse in Llay, we
have it for at least five years and Dave and the team will be using it as their offices all
year round. There has been a lot of work done in it already, building in offices and
conference rooms, plus all outside work on the roof and guttering as we had a few
leaks!!
We hope to have a launch day for the boxes. As yet I don’t know
the date, but will let you know when I do and you can go and see it
for yourself.
The other new thing is that we now have our own Teams4U
boxes. They are white, flat pack and have the Teams4U logo on
the front in orange and on the back a list of items you can put
in. They cost 30p each and I will be bringing them to church on
th
October 14 along with a few items to start your boxes. They do
not need covering but can still be decorated with stickers or by
colouring them.
We will still be using normal shoeboxes covered with Christmas paper if you prefer!
th
Shoebox Sunday is 28 October, when you can bring your boxes along and we will pray
them on their way.
I will be going to Romania again in December to deliver some of the boxes and know the
enormous delight they give to the children. When one child in an orphanage was asked
what was the best thing in the box? He replied “having my own toothpaste”!! They
normally all share one tube – so the smallest things are really appreciated.
Many thanks for all you have done over the years, last year was the best yet. Let’s see
if we can do 100 boxes!!! Dorothy
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This Time Tomorrow Ben Bradey
1. What do you do during the week? I work at home for somebody who sells vinyl
records online. I scan the records pictures so that the records can be sold online. I also
do other things in his office when needed. I am currently not volunteering at the moment
but will in future. In the week I relax by listening to music and singing at home. I like to
go for walks when I can. I am also currently going to an art group.
2. What are your challenges/things you are grateful for? I am grateful for my family,
friends and health. I have got a home to live in and feel grateful that I have all that. I find
my biggest challenges are my own self confidence and moods.
3. How can we pray for you? I want to be able to know Jesus as in a relationship as
opposed to just knowing who he is by reading about him. I have what feels like a
lifetime of sleep problems and this leaves me having times when I feel emotional
numbness. This can quickly change to feeling everything and feel very emotional.
I have social anxiety and find it hard to know how to react and talk when I'm in a place
with lots of people. I’d like prayer in feeling more comfortable in these situations.
Thank you Ben Bradey

Tanzania, 2018 Kevin Simmons
Earlier this year, I was asked to go to Tanzania with a
team led by Drs Adrian and Hilary Murray from Bala.
A few years ago, a link was created between their church, ChristChurch, and the village
of Milo in south west Tanzania. This link has grown to include people from a number of
other organisations in Bala, including chapels, schools, the town council, the football
club, the Rotary club and Coleg y Bala, all working together to assist the development
of the church, primary school, hospital, Christian Training Centre, carpentry workshop,
water projects and village football team in Milo.
Also on the team were Ceri and Jason (who have just
finished A levels), and Brenda and Lindsay (who are retired).
The flight to Dar-es-salaam was followed by a 9 hour bus
journey to Iringa (near the village where Anne and I lived in
2011-2012); a 5hour bus journey to Njombe; and a further 5
hour bus journey (off the tarmac) to Milo.
Two years ago, we took out several laptops and data projectors; my role was to install
appropriate software and systems on the computers, set up the equipment and do
some initial training for the teachers.
This time, I carried out an objective assessment of how the laptops were being used;
installed additional educational resources, which some of the teachers were
discovering for themselves within a couple of days; and observed the teachers using
the equipment in the classroom to enhance the pupils’ learning experience. Jason and
Ceri were a great support for me, and taught a number of English lessons using the
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computer equipment.
Adrian was training staff at the hospital in life saving skills for childbirth; advising and
assisting in the operating theatre; and helping to develop a range of clinical services.
Brenda helped out in the Christian Training Centre, and
Lindsay had been asked to review the hospital accounts.
Hilary assisted in the hospital and had the unenviable task
of organising everything for us.
When we returned to Iringa, some of the team visited
Ruaha National Park to see some of Tanzania’s wildlife.
We are so grateful to God for the opportunity to provide practical help and care to the
people in Milo; and we are thankful to many people in Bala, and elsewhere, for their
support and generosity.

God of miracles incidents of God at work in miraculous ways.
Monday, 20 August - Our flight was at 9:15 pm from Manchester, and we allowed plenty
of time for possible delays – or so we thought. We were on the M53 and making good
progress, when we were slowed to walking pace, then a complete stop - but we still had
plenty of time. The minutes ticked by. We discovered that there had been an accident up
ahead. After 40 minutes, we were getting a little concerned. It was now nearly 7 pm. Then
this came into my mind: make our paths straight, Lord. I found Proverbs 3:5, 6, and read
them out loud: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.” Then I
prayed, “Lord, we are trusting you – will you make our paths straight?” I texted Anne and
asked her to pray as well. A few minutes later, we were moving again, and arrived at the
airport with 10 minutes to spare. At least we didn’t have to queue at check in!
“Lord, you are so good! You are watching over us, you are with us - praise your holy name!”
Wednesday, 22 August - 6 am. We were going to catch the bus from Dar-es-salaam to
Iringa. It would take 9 hours. It was still dark as we loaded our cases on to the bus. I got on
the bus and sat down. I felt so sick, with sweat pouring off my brow. I told Adrian that I had
to get off the bus to get some fresh air. By now, I was feeling dreadfully sick; I thought I
would throw up at any time, so I moved across to a ditch and crouched down. The bus was
due to leave in 10 minutes. Adrian came over and I asked him to pray for me, which he did.
Then he called Jason and Ceri to come and pray for me. (Afterwards, Jason said I was white
and looked really ill.) They laid hands on me and prayed for God to heal me. Within
seconds, the nausea and sickness had gone. I got back on the bus and sat down. I felt ok.
There wasn’t a drop of sweat on me. I was feeling a bit washed out, but ok. The bus started
– and we were on our way. God had healed me – instantly – wow!
He does hear our cry; he does heal us; he is so good! He is so faithful! He will never let us
down. Praise the Lord!
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As I’ve been preparing this report, it has been exciting & encouraging to receive news
of ChristChurch friends considerably further OUT EAST in Nepal & the foothills of the
Himalayas. Wherever we are, the call is to follow Jesus, to receive His power, to be his
witnesses…to the ends of the earth (Acts 1 v 8) be that the mountains of Nepal or at St.
Marks set on a hill, OUT EAST on Caia Park!
Sometimes the excitement here and in Nepal is not of the type you want people to have
to experience. Sometimes the challenge is to recognize the encouragements.
One week in June and another in August the excitement was the Drugs Squad
descending on Caia Park, one target was a road just below the church. Not the nicest
thing for your youngsters to be awakened to experience. Again in June there was
another series of arson attacks and then at the end of August, there was a one night
visit from an arsonist, when 8 fires were lit round Caia Park, one of the cars set alight
was parked just below where a baby was sleeping.
Meanwhile it is important to note some encouragements and also some
challenges:
 When the police were concerned to reassure local residents after the drugs raids in
August, they asked WREXHAM STREET PASTORS to accompany the PSCO’s round
the area.
 Over the last 2 years two local Christian denominations worked together to provide the
TIN CAN DROP IN close by Rhosnesni School. Christian friends from other local
churches, school pastors and YWAM have worked with the Church Army team to run
the TIN CAN. Some teenagers were taken on holiday this summer and earnestly
considered what it meant to be a Christian.
 St. Mark’s folk arranged for a team of some 40 residents from the Wrexham
community and churches to prepare meals for every day of the Easter and Summer
school holidays. Over 2,500 in all. Working cooperatively with local play schemes and
youth club we sought to address in some measure the problem of HOLIDAY HUNGER.
 Again at St. Marks, with huge support from volunteers from other town churches, we
operate WREXHAM FOOD BANK’S outlet on Tuesdays every week. Compared with
2017, our number of clients each week has risen by some 40%.
 Challenges: I try 2 or 3 times a year to attend both St. MARK’S (CiW) & ROCK
CHAPEL (AOG) on a Sunday. Both are situated on Caia Park. Since my last article I
have done this once when as it happens both churches had 12 people in their
congregation that week. Not a lot of worshippers from a population of over 10,000. I
arranged for leaders from the 2 churches to visit a Charismatic/Evangelical church on an
estate with high deprivation in an English town just over the border. The minister, a
sincere, hardworking man had worked there 10 years & He had seen 5 local people join
his church in that time.
 Challenges: St Marks weekly KIDS KLUB closed. A holiday club is planned. Helpers?
 Challenges: By the time you read this, we are hopeful friends at CHRISTIANS
TOGETHER IN WREXHAM will have reviewed together the presence and outreach of
the local Christian church in this, the most deprived community in the town area of
Wrexham.
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Here one young woman brought up on Caia Park shares. It’s been viewed 2,500,000
times. http://ow.ly/T2m630lWtZ2 Have a look yourself. What do you think? Art
6

1 Peter 5 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that He may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety
on Him because He cares for you. Be alert & of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for
someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the world
is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. And the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, after you
have suffered a little while, will himself restore you & make you strong, firm & steadfast. To Him be the power for ever & ever

THANK YOU for your support of Wrexham Foodbank this Harvest time. We really value
your donations to enable us to continue running the project which over the last 12
months has given out over 2000 food parcels feeding over 4000 local people in crisis.
WHAT FOOD CAN WE DONATE?
Items we are collecting: UHT milk. Pasta. Rice. Coffee. Fruit juice cartons. Tinned
fruit, meat (eg ham, corned beef), vegetables, tomatoes, rice pudding. Toothbrushes,
toothpaste, shower gel, shampoo, deodorant.
Items we do not need at this time: Tinned soup, beans, potatoes, fish, ready meals.
Cereal. Tea. Toilet roll. Items we cannot accept: Fresh, refrigerated or frozen food.
WHEN AND WHERE CAN WE DONATE IT?
Our warehouse is located at 70a Dean Road, between the two roundabouts, through the
white gates. It is open on Tuesdays and Fridays between 10am and 3pm.
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If you have any queries please call Gareth Jones - ChristChurch Senior Church
Leader on 01978 354805, or see
www.christchurchwrexham.org.uk
admin@christchurchwrexham.org.uk
www.facebook.com/christchurchwrexham
twitter @ChristChurchWxm

we meet at the following locations
Acton Community Resource Centre
Overton Way
Acton
Wrexham LL12 7LB

Hightown Community Resource Centre
Fusilier Way
Hightown
Wrexham LL13 7YF

Our postal address is
ChristChurch, c/o 7 Heol Penally, Little Acton, Wrexham, LL12 8JT

